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1 of the Neceſſity and Seaſonable- I 4 
neſs of an unanimous Addreſs 


HEN now, after along Train of Miſmanagements | 
in the publick Councils of State, which were like to * 
have ſunk the Proteſtant Intereſt, endanger'd the Suc- HF 
ceſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanever, and ru- Wo 
ined the Liberty, Trade, and publick Credit of Bri- B 
„ tain; to have brought in a Popih Pretender, a Creature 1 
of France, to rule over us; and to have either ſubjected us to an irretriey= 
able Condition of Slavery, or made the Kingdoms a Field of Blood, by A 
à2 Civil War : When, I ſay, after all theſe Maladminiſtrations, we are, 44 
in the unſpeakable Goodneſs of God, in a great Meaſure emerg'd out of 424 
that Imminent Danger, and by his Majeſty's happy and peaccable Acce -- 
ſion to the Throne, have our Religious and Civil Rights ſecured from 14 
theſe impious Attempts of a Popyh Jacobite Faction: No Man that |} 1 
was then touched with any juſt Concern for the ſinking Condition of 
theſe valuable Intereſts, but now begins to have a more pleaſing Reliſh 
of true Liberty, and in his proper Capacity, to enquire how that Bleſ- 
ſing may be both more largely diffuſed among us, and more firmly e- 

ſtabliſhed and continued to Poſterity. = ey 
Several very convincing Inſtances of this Temper have appeared, both 
here and in Exgland, among Perſons: of all Ranks and Qualities, ſince 
this late happy Turn of Affairs. = univerſal Joy that appeared 8 the 
rag Coun- 
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. 
Countenances and Conduct of af well affected to the Proteſtant Intereſt 
upon his Majeſty's Acceſſion, in hopes of having our Religion ſecured, 
and our Grievances redreſled ;. the Care that has been taken to ele for 

the preſent Parliament, ſuch Men as would enquire into the late Coun- 
cils and Projects that had been calculate for the overthrow of the-pre- 
ſent happy Settlement ; the Forwardneſs of many for Setting on Foot 
an Addreſs to lay before his Majeſty the Grievances and Miſeries we in 
Scotland groan under, on Account of the Dion, and to pray that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to grant us his Royal Aſſiſtance for Diſ- 
| ſolving thereof. Theſe and other Things of like Nature, are very en- 
couraging Prooſs, That People univerſally begin to have a more ſenſible 
Value for Liberty, and the Security and Settlement thereof in this Iſle. 
This laſt, is what I intend to ſay ſomething about; not that there 
are no other Papers writ upon the ſame Subject, or that I pretend to- 
do it better than *tis done already, but to do my Part in Remindin 
my Country-men in fe Words of what I think a molt neceſſary and pre- 
ſent Duty. LEE Oo => wg oe 
>. Thar . Union was, and ſtill is, a Thing moſt deſtructive to the Inte- 
reſt of this ancient Kingdom, is what needs not many Arguments to make 
it evident. If one reviews but the great Number of Addreſſes from 
all Corners of the Kingdom, that crouded the laſt Parliament of Scot- 
land, he may eaſily ſee, That this was then the Senſe of the Nation ;. 
that that Treaty was violently crammed down our Throats; and 
that it was not any private View or Intereſt that ſo intirely engaged 
the whole People, of whatever Station, Principtes or Intereſt, to declare 
againſt it, -but a hearty Concern for.their own and Country's Good. 
I will not here make any Reflections on theſe who had the chief Hand 
in Making the Union;; I don't doubt but many who went too eaſily in 
to it, had ſome good Ends in View, as Judging it the beſt, nay only 
| Means of Settling and Securing the Succeſſion in his preſent Majeſty's 
Royal Family, and Diſappointing the Deſigns of Jacobites here (yet I 
mult ſay theſe good Ends might have been obtained with leſs Coſt 
than the Ruine of Scotland): However, now that theſe Views are no 
more to influerce the . Continuance of the Union, and that it is found 
ſuch an unſupportable Burden and Grievance to this Nation, that till 
wie be rid of it, and reſtored to our former State, the Minds of the 
People can never be caſy, nor the Effects of his Majeſty's benign Admi- 
niſtration ſo ſenſibly felt and acquieſced in, or mutual Jealouſies and Seeds 
of Diſcord removed, which in Time may produce the ſame or worſe 
Effects, than what the Union was at. firſt deſigned to prevent; 


It na- 
turally 


the legs Way of humbly Addreſſing. 


s ? 


and proper Mean for having the Union diflolved, and the Nation's 
former Priviledges redintegrated. - | . 


There has not yet, for what I know, any Meaſure or Concert been 


i ; © 23.3 | 
turally follows, that we ſhould betake our ſelves to ſome expedient 


_ entred into for thatEnd, more proper and reaſonable, or that in appearance 


will be more Succeſsful, than Addreſſing His Majeſty, & laying before him 
* Uneaſineſs of the Nation under it, and their univerſal Inclinations 
of being reſtored to their former Eſtate ; nor can ary other Way be 
more dutiful towards his Majeſty, or more acceptable to him, than 


” e . 


\ Tumultuary Way of proceeding, is what I believe no good 
Subject will be fond of; and as it would be unjuſtifiable, without the 
utmoſt neceſſity, and failing of all other Means of Redreſs, which we 
have no Ground to ſuſpect under ſo good a King, if it be not 
our own Fault; ſo the Event would be uncertain, and the Miſchiefs 
certain and unavoidable, }þÞÞþÞÞ J ®- > | 


Mule ſales Belles < === == 


To bring in a Bill in Parliament for it's Diſſolution, without firſt lay- 
ing before his Majeſty the Neceſſity and Expediency thercof, and ac- 
quainting him with the univerſal Inclination of his People in this King- 
dom thereanent, would be both unmannerly and prepoſterous, and in 
all probability have the like Succeſs as a former Attempt of that Nature, 
and be turned off with the like Arguments, viz That her late Majeſty 
having had a great Share in the Making, it's fit his preſent Majeſty be 
firſt applyed unto, for the Diſſolving of it. That the Union having 
been deſigned for Securing the Succeſſion in his Royal Family at firſt; 
none is more deeply intereſted in its Diſſolution, than his Majeſty and 
his Progeny. 1 1 

It remains then, That in the firſt place an Addreſs be framed, where- 
in His Majeſty may be informed of our Sufferings and Miſeries, 
under that Treaty; of the unallayable Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs of 
the whole of His People under it, and their preſſing and earneſt deſires 


of having it Diffolved, as the only poſſible way to deliver us from | 


Ruine and Deſtruction, render us eaſy under His Majeſty's Juſt and 
Wiſe Adminiſtration, and remove all theſe Diſcontents and Mur- 
murings amongſt the Subjects, which may in time be improven, for 
the Intereſt of a Pretender, and Weaken or Obſtruct the Peace of 
His Majeſty's Government. 

| A 3 Next, 


Next, That this Addreſs be ſo conceived, That His Majeſty's Title be 


therein ſolemnly acknowledged, and the People engaged to ſupport 
it, in Oppoſition to all Pretenders whatſomever; and our National Church 


as Eſtabliſhed in Doctrine, 'Worſhip, Presbyterian Church Government 


and Diſcipline, expreſly and plainly aſſerted, and all neceſſary care taken, 
for Securing thereof to us, and removing all the Invaſions and En- 
croachments made thereupon ſince the late Union, and providing 
againſt the like in all time coming, and that our Parliament and all our 
77 Fa and Priviledges be reſtored intirely, as before the Union. 

n 
in all the Intereſts both of His Majeſty and Succeſſors, and of His Peo- 


— 


dreſs of this Nature and Comprehenſion, ſo contrived as to take 


le's Sacred and Civil Liberties, as it cannot but be very 7g, to 


is Majeſty, who being Parens Patriæ, is of ſuch remarkable Humani- 


ty that the Groans of ſo many of his People cannot but touch his Roy- 


al Heart with a ſenſible Reſentment, when he ſees they are not-the de- 
ſigning Intrigues of a Faction Diſaffected to his juſt Title, but the ear- 
neſt complaints of theſe who have remarkably ſhown the high rd 


and Hearty Affection to his Majeſty and the Succeſſion in his Royal 


VW | 


Family; ſo it cannot be thought that any will ſcruple the Subſcription 
of it who are Friends to His Majeſty and their Country; And if any 
who have formerly been in the Pretexder's Intereſt ſhall Subſcribe, who 
ſhould or can hinder them? ſince thereby they ſhall plainly Renounce 


their former Principles; Or if they diſſemble and ſecretly retain them, 


pt their Joint Subſcription of that Addreſs can do no real Prejudice to 
is Majelty's Government, and the preſent Settlement, ſeeing it tends 

to extinguiſh the Hopes of the Pretender and his Friends, by removing 
theſe Seeds of Diſcontent, upon which alone he and they do Ground 


their Expectations, and conſequently confirmsHis Majeſty's Government. 


I ſhall not need to inſiſt much longer on the Reaſonableneſs and Ex- 


| pediency of Addreſſing His Majeſty ; For unleſs People intend only to 


put off the Thing with ſome Trifling Amuſements; I ſee not what 
they can Object againſt it. | 


If they ſay, we are as happy now, as we can be ſuppoſed to be without 
the Union; ſuch may delude themſelves with that way of thinking, 


who having enjoyed Places of Profit under the Government all the while, 


have not felt the Miſerable Effects of it; But if they take a View of the : 
State and Circumſtances of their Country, the Experience of almoſt all 


will tell them the contrary. 
_ They have told us, This Parliament would take care to relieve us + * 
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Grievances complained of in the former Adminiſtrations be Repreſented 
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- hardſhips which are laid upon us in our Sacred and Civil Concerns, con- 


trary to the Stipulations of the Union, Though it be a Doubt with ma- 
ny, if we get relief until we ask it; yet the eaſing us in ſome things 
takes not away the Miſchiefs of the Treaty it ſelf, nor gives us Security 
for the future, that we ſhall not be furder enſlaved by ſome ſubfequent 
Parliament of Great Britain; And tho' the Juſtice of our King and the 
preſent Parliament ſhould make us eaſie for the preſent, yet we ought 
not to abandon the Intereſts of Poſterity, nor Entail Slavery on them 
for our preſentEaſe : And the moſt proper Time to prevent the evil Con- 


ſequences of a bad Government, is that People beſtir themſelves when it's 


in good Hands, and the Parliament fitting. And yet we have heard of 
no Motion made that way, tho' it's 7 Weeks ſince the Parliament began. 


5 If it be ſaid, That its the Buſineſs of a Parliament, and therefore to 


what purpoſe trouble His Majeſty with Addreſſing; His Majeſty cannot 
relieve us if he would, unleſs the Engl; conſent. I grant its the Par- 
liament c Affair; But I don't ſee that our Addreſſing His Majeſty tends 


to hinder, but rather makes way for its being Debated in Parliament. 


And none can den, but as it is a Buſineſs which eminently concerns His 
Majeſty, conſidering His Intereſt in, and tender Concern He has for the 
Good and Welfare of ſo great a Body of His Loyal Subjects; ſo the 
Matter may ſucceed the better in Parliament, if we firſt ſatisfie His Ma- 
jeſty, that what we demand does not weaken His Right and Title, is but 
doing Juſtice to Scotland, and may prgvent furder Miſchiefs both to 
England and us. 4 | 

Nay, it is not improbable, the Exgliſ, at leaſt a good part of them, 
would not ſtick much to give their Conſent to ſuch a Diſſolution when 
they ſee us Unanimous and Earneſt for it ; For what ever Gain ſome few 
of them may have by the Bargain; ſure I am, the Advantage that Nati- 
on has, is not equally ſenſible to them, as our Loſs is to us. But if we 


| ſhall poſtpone the Publick Good of our Country to our own private 


Views, and be indifferent or divided in our moving for the Diflolution, 
who can blame them to hold what Benefit they have got ? Or if by 
our faint asking and divided Management, we teach them to deny. 
Come we now to enquire into the Scaſonableneſs of this Motion, 
and that there cannot be any Time more ſcaſonable, will be abu cantly 
evident, if we conſider ; That the propereſt Time of Repreſenting the 
Nation's Grievances to ourSoveraign is, at, or ſhortly after His Acceſsi- 


on to the Crown, and when His firſt Parliament is fitting. This has al- 


wiſe been the Practice of this and ail well Governed Nations, That the 


to. 


to the New King; elſe how 40500 50 know to Redreſs them, or to 

make H is Government more eaſie and acceptable to the People than the 
laſt. This is almoſt a general Cuſtom of Nations, as appears, from the 
Poliſh Pata Conventa anſwering to our Claim of Right, which are re- 
.  newed with proper Amendments on the Acceſsion of each King to the 

Throne: From the unhappy Inſtance of the Iſraelites Application to Reho- 
boam: And even in Britain, the Engliſb in the beginning of King Charles 
the firſt's Reign, obtained their Petition of Right for Redreſs of Grievan- 
ces to be paſt into a Law: And at King Milliam's happy Revolution, both 
Scots and Engliſb had their Claims of Right, and Enumeration of Griey- 


ances, which in a great meaſure had a good Return by tollowingLaws to 
the ſame Effect; and tho” theſe were by National Meetings, which can't 


be expected now, when by the Union the Sete Repreſentative is in a man- 
ner extinct, yet it ought to be done, as far as poſsible, Nationally,by the 
Conſent of all the Shires and Burghs, ſeparately teſtified, ſince they are 
not allowed to meet in a Body: And the Privilege of petitioning is by 
the Claim of Right, as well as flaw of Nations, ſecured to all the Subjects. 
And it being certain, that one of the chief Cauſes of the Union's being 
conſented to, was the Eſtabliſning and ſecuring the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſsion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, which otherwiſe might have 
been endangered by the prevalency of Jacobitiſn in our Parliament, and 
that had his preſent Majeſty been then upon the Throne, the Union had 
never been; tis very Natural, now he is in peaceable Poſſeſsion of the 
Crown,to Addreſs him for its Diſſolution. And as it was Scotland's Zeal for 
His Majeſty's Title, made them conſent to an Union, ſo its not doubt- 
ed but His Majeſty's Juſtice and Generoſity will, with an equal Zeal, in- 
terpoſe for that His Antient Kingdom's Relief from theſe Miſeries, into 
which their Affection to Him hath involved them. | ; 
It cannot now be Objected with any Colour of Reaſon, That the 
diſſolving the Union will endanger the Succeſſion, as was urged, againſt 
a motion made about 3 Years ago, for its diſſolution. And if there were 
any danger ſuppoſable, yet that may, and ro doubt will be provided 
againſt, by Laws as well in the diſſolution, as continuarice of the Union, 
Since what hinders the Britiſb Parliament to make the diſſolution with a 
Salvo ofHisMajeſty's Right, andthe firſt cor Parliament toRecognize it;or 
both, which would not be ſcrupled, even by theſe who are ſuſpected of Ja- 
cebitiſm : And tho* they ſhould, their weakneſs appeared ſuſficiently 
by the laſt good Elections: And why may there not be a 
Meeting of the Eſtates of Scotland by allowance &f the Britiſh Parlia- 


ment, previous to the Diſſolution, who might give their Authority for 


ſecu- 


P 


juſt Title, and the Recognizing of it in Parliament, 


for, as we ſee nothing now diſturbing the quiet of His Maje 


ſecuring the Succeſſion further, and do any thing elſe may be uſeful for 


both Nations in caſe of a Diſſolution to follow. Beſide, that I always 
reckon His Majeſty's Title to be founded in the expreſs Words of 
the Claim of Right ſecluding Papiſts, and even on an Elder Fan dation, 
viz. TheLaws at the Reformation, debarring them from allPablick Truft. 
Neither can it be pled as before, That it may prove a Handle for 
Jacobites, to imbaraſs and diſturb the Elections, theſe being now happi- 


ly over, and His Majeſty's beſt Friends having delayed Addreſſing 
tor ſeveral Months, only on that account; but if we ſhall delay 


the Matter, till there be occaſion for a new Parliament, that 


we have a while longer imarted under the Senſe of our Miſeries, 
it is not improbable it may influence the Elections at another 
rate, than now it could have done; yea, and weaken His Majeſty's Intereſt 


with many who wh Him well, in caſe of an after Attempt in favours 


of the Pretender. | 


Nor is there more Reaſon to plead that the Addreſs muſt be delayed, 


till His Majeſty's Title be firſt Recognized in Parliament, for beſides, that 


before an Addreſs of this Nature can be regularly Subſcribed, 
the "Recognizing His Majeſty's Title in Parliament will be over, 
if it be thought neceſſary; ſo there is no inconſiſtency betwixt 
an Addreſs from Kotland, ſolemnly acknowledging His Majeſty's 
| e, al nor any hazard. 
which of them take the place of the other. 0 | | 

Io pretend it neceſſary to wait ſome Years till His Majeſty be more 
free of Foreign Affairs or Domeſtick Incumberances, and His Govern- 
ment over us ſtrengthned and confirmed, is really of no n at all ;: 


| ty's Admi- 
niſtration, ſoits to be fear'd in caſe a new War break out Abroad,which 


is not altogether improbable from the preſent State of Affairs, we ſhall 


not in haſt regain the like opportunity of having this Grand National 
Miſchief redreſſed. And if the Union ſhall be for any conſiderable time 


longer born with, and no properEflays made at this Juncture for diflolving 


it, we ſhall find it ſo: rooted, as to continue a laiting Miſery and Sla- 
very on us and our Poſterity, and its Diflolation through length of time 


become impracticable, that though we would, we ſhall not have acceſs 


to endeavour it. Every ſudden change in the State, even to the better, 


is accounted dangerous; and when this Union ſhall have. got Preſcripti-- 


on of time to Authorize it, it will prove too effectual an Argument a- 
gainſt a Diſſolution. And if ſome have the Confidence to inſiſt on this 
Topick already, when it's but of few Years ſtanding, what may we 
ſuppoſe will be done, when but few. are. alive who ever ſaw- 


OUT: 


our Independent Maas who had both Inclination and Power to 
do Sots-Men Juſtice. Gs 1 | | 
I know nothing that has been, nor ſec T what can be further urged for 
the unſeaſonableneſs of the Motion. Upon the whole therefore, it is e- 
vident, That it is the Duty of every honeſt Scors-Man, to beſtir him- 
ſelf in his Capacity, in all Humility to lay before His Majeſty the De- 
plorable State of this poor Nation, and the neceſſity of the Diſſolution 
of that Treaty, into which we were unaccountably and inconſideratly 
involved, contrary to all the Maxims of Honour,Juſtice and Prudence : 
And thereupon to expect from His Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs and Juſtice, that He will have Compaſſion upon the ſinking 
Condition of this His Ancient Kingdom, and Interpoſe His 
Intereſt, for our Delivery: Of which we have no Ground to 
doubt, conſidering His Majeſty's Princely Qualities, unleſs ſome 
deſigning Perſons, on private Views, make it their Buſineſs to im- 

— 5 His Majeſty with Miſrepreſentations of our honeſt and laudable In- 
tention, or that we through our own Miſmanagements and Diviſions, 
fruſtrate His Majeſty's Purpoſes. 3 | on 

And as its our Duty, ſo it's the moſt Seaſonable one we owe our 

Country at this Time, the Neglect whereof will juſtly be held by the im- 
partial World, the moſt unaccountable Folly and Stupidity ever a Ci- 
vilized Nation was Guilty of; and I am perſwaded ſhall be more refle&- 
ed on, as ſuch, by Poſterity, than the Treaty it ſelf. *Tis not by one 

half ſogreat an Argument of Folly and Senſeleſneſs, to be cheated and 
| cajol'd into a Misfortune, as after finding our ſelves in the Mire, to ly 
' ſtill contented, without endeavouring to get out. ET 
NMlean Time, as we ought to Obſerve and Acknowledge the Juſtice of 
_ GOD, in ſuffering us to be involved into theſe Miſeries, as the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of our many crying Sins, and of our Ingratitude for the Na- 
tional Bleſſings, he was pleaſed to confer upon us; ſo let each of us by 
ſerious Repentance and real Amendment of Life, return to him, and 
humbly implore His Mercy, through His Son JESUS CHRIST, to us 
and our poor ruined and ſinking Land, and that He would of His infi- 
nite Goodneſs, Bleſs and Proſper our Endeayours for retrieving the pri- 
ſtine Beauty aud Glory, Liberty and Freedom, wherewith he formerly 
© bleſt us, both as Chriſtians and Scors-Men. i 
i May 1715. : 


